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Integrity in All Research Paradigms

 Classical textual theological research

 Explication, interpretation, clarification, application

 Quantitative Research

 Seeks general laws and theories; applies scientific method;  
statistical causality of phenomena, events, behaviour; 
quantification/description of populations, trends; survey 
instruments with pre-determined responses…expresses 
outcomes using numerical data; deductive interpretation

 Qualitative Research

 Seeks meaning in social and cultural settings; can generate 
theory; engages in natural settings; creates ‘thick description’ 
of rich data; open-ended research instruments; inductive 
interpretation



Research Integrity –

The Principles



Research Integrity –

An internationally agreed approach

“The European Code of Conduct for 

Research Integrity”

ALLEA: All European Academies 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-
ethics_code-of-conduct_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-ethics_code-of-conduct_en.pdf


Principles of Research Integrity

 Reliability in ensuring the quality of research, reflected in 

the design, the methodology, the analysis and the use of 
resources. 

 Honesty in developing, undertaking, reviewing, reporting 

and communicating research in a transparent, fair, full 

and unbiased way. 

 Respect for colleagues, research participants, society, 

ecosystems, cultural heritage and the environment. 

 Accountability for the research from idea to publication, 
for its management and organisation, for training, 

supervision 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-ethics_code-of-

conduct_en.pdf



Aspects of Integrity - honesty

 Honesty in all aspects of research, including:

 presentation of research goals, intentions and 
findings

 reporting on research methods and procedures

 gathering data

 using and acknowledging the work of other 

researchers

 conveying valid interpretations and making justifiable 

claims based on research findings



Aspects of Integrity – taking care

 Scrupulous care, thoroughness and excellence 

in research practice:

 in performing research and using appropriate 

methods

 in adhering to an agreed protocol where 

appropriate

 in drawing interpretations and conclusions from the 

research

 in communicating the results



Aspects of Integrity - transparency

 Transparency and open communication:

 in declaring conflicts of interest

 in the reporting of research data collection methods

 in the analysis and interpretation of data

 in making research findings widely available, 

including sharing negative results as appropriate

 in presenting the work to other researchers and to the 
general public (and to key stakeholders)



Aspects of Integrity - respect

Care and respect for:

 all participants in and subjects of research, including 

humans, animals, the environment and cultural 
objects

 the stewardship of research and scholarship for future 

generations.



Aspects of Integrity – ethics

 In addition to these core principles, researchers should: 

 ensure that their research is conducted according to 

appropriate ethical, legal and professional frameworks, 

obligations and standards 

 seek ethical approval for research where appropriate;

 treat colleagues with integrity, honesty and collegiality, 

including the fair provision of references and peer review.



Research Integrity –

The Context



Key issues in research integrity 

related to human subjects

 Does the research really need to be 

undertaken?

Will the time, finance, effects on relationships 

and individual participants be justified by the 

outcome?

 If the research context/population contains 

identified vulnerabilities, can the research be 

undertaken safely without detriment to 

individuals or organisations?



Research on individual subjects

Will it be possible to ensure adherence to key 

ethical principles:

 Respect for autonomy

 Beneficence

 Non-maleficence

 Justice



Research in church and 

parachurch contexts

 Individual experiences as 

clergy/leaders/members/ adherents/observers

Collective experience of ministries (mission, 

children/youth, community etc)

 Perceptions of users of church/parachurch 

ministries/services

 Trends in church/parachurch e.g. membership, 

finance



Research Integrity –

Practical Considerations



Integrity and the practicalities

 Gaining access to the study population

 Agreeing the research aims and objectives with ‘gatekeepers’

 Ensuring ethical approval is in place where individuals are 

invited to participate/respond

 Putting in place protocols to ensure participants are aware of 

implications of involvement and processes for disengagement 

(where appropriate); protocols for appropriate follow-up 

should any participant be adversely affected by their 

participation

 Ensuring data security – national data requirements

 Planning how findings are made available to relevant 

audiences



Ensuring quality in 

Qualitative Research -

Trustworthiness



Qualitative Methods –

Research Design

Does your choice of method yield best 
results for your research question?

 Pragmatic qualitative approaches

 Phenomenology

 Ethnography

 Grounded Theory

 Case Studies

 Documentary analysis

 Discourse analysis



The Sample

 Does your sample yield appropriate findings for 
your research question/hunch? 

 Purposive Sampling

 Convenience sampling

 Snowball sampling

 Theoretical sampling

 Purposeful sampling: maximum variation sampling, 
extreme/deviant case sampling, and typical case 
sampling

 Simple random



Data Collection and Analysis

 Does your data collection facilitate optimal 
findings?

 Interviews/Focus Groups

 Participant/Non-participant observation

 Interview schedules – structured, semi-structured, 
unstructured

 Data saturation?

 Respondent checking

 Inter-rater reliability 

 Documentary Analysis/Discourse Analysis



Data Interpretation/Reporting

 Have you chosen the most appropriate 

vehicle/s for disseminating your research 

findings?

Book, journal, conference paper, journalistic 

article

 Is your interpretation justified by the findings?



In your process of theological 

reflection can you reasonably 

conclude that your research honours 

the principles of integrity, adding to 

the wider integrity of the discipline? 


